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Notes on Contributors
Blaire Bancroft is a third-year Art student emphasizing in Illustration at Grand Valley State University. A fascination with transience and a drive for purpose, her work reflects the
inconsistency and perception of reality. Constantly inspired and continuously learning through
travel, she attempts to balance complexity with simplicity in form but also as a translation of her
surroundings.

Aaron Crider, born in St. Joseph, Michigan, has grown up an avid fan of horror and
macabre fiction. Banned by his mother from reading Stephen King novels until she felt he was
old enough to understand King’s subject matter, Aaron spent his time reading Goosebumps, Gary
Paulsen’s Hatchet, and the very strange story The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer.
Having written stories since a very young age, it wasn’t until the birth of his twins that he decided
to make the transition to full-time writing. A successful freelance writer and translator for websites
such as textbroker.com and other independent gigs, his first piece of fiction was published in the
journal Running Out of Ink.
Linnea Gish is a sophomore attending Grand Valley State University. She is a member of
the Frederik Meijer Honors College and will graduate with a BFA in Studio Art with an emphasis in Illustration, a minor in Writing, and a minor in English. She is planning on studying
abroad in Greece during the Fall 2014 Semester of her junior year and hopes to study abroad in
England during the summer of 2015. Linnea loves animals, especially cats. She grew up playing
tennis and riding horses and also loves hiking, yoga, climbing trees, and being outside. Before she
dies she hopes to have a safe encounter with a chubby bear in the wild and hopes to traverse New
Zealand’s Tolkien Trail with James Taylor on horseback.
Megan Gurisko is in her final semester at Grand Valley State University. She will gradu-

ate with a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree in Art and Design with an emphasis in Painting and
minor in Art History. Her work over the past four years has taken many twists and turns, but
lately has focused on an in-depth exploration of process-based experimentation with acrylic paint.
Inspirations for her paintings come from her natural surroundings and interests in pop culture,
abstract expressionism, variety of music, and the physical act of painting itself. Chance and play
are very vital to her practice. When she is not in the studio, Megan enjoys reading novels, taking
photographs, walking her dog, and dancing for fun. Her goal is to travel and earn an MFA to
become a painting professor in the future.

Amy Hinman, having spent four lovely years bumming in and around the Spanish and

Writing Departments, can’t decide if she’d rather say “see ya later suckers,” or cry and hug everyone as graduation begins to loom. In general, she’d rather be cooking, doodling, walking around
Grand Rapids until she gets lost, farming and/or gardening (with or without shoes), and devising
ways to travel the entire world exclusively by bicycle. She prefers to write tragic and long winded
non-fiction and the occasional poem or song. She would like you to keep in touch, and will miss
you all very, very much.

Nathan Holtrey is a creative writing major and works as a consultant at Grand Valley’s

Writing Center. Nathan constantly seeks to create stories that explore what it means to be human.
“Twinkle, Twinkle” centers around the relationship between a father and his young son while an
inexplicable phenomenon looms over them. Nathan’s other creative pieces tend to explore the
multi-layer relationships within families, usually in the face of bizarre-fictional realities. In his
free time Nathan enjoys watching good television, reading good books, and complaining about
bad movies. He’s always wanted a pair of footie pajamas, and he’s never been to Disneyland.

Rayne Klar is an illustrator and graphic designer from West Michigan. Using humor and

sarcasm, she explores issues of gender, sexuality, and femininity. Her work uses elements of cartoons
and comics to make easily consumable images with a rude streak. No matter the content, Klar’s
work aims to make the viewer uncomfortable, and lead them into examining their discomfort.
Her work can be found at rayneklar.com and rayneklar.tumblr.com.
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Rick Lowe has been writing fiction and nonfiction every year since he was in kindergarten,
but only truly discovered a thermonuclear passion for writing in his junior year of high school.
He currently writes for fun, not profit, and hopes to someday include profit in that equation. He
is a solitary and reclusive thing with roughly four years of college under his belt and a dramatic
video game addiction. He does not own any cats, nor does he know the way of the samurai, but
he is trained in the proper deployment of interrobangs. In his spare time (when not gaming or
writing) he reads, embarrasses himself at the gym, and goes for long aimless walks while drowning
his self-imposed sorrows in a pair of headphones and a metric crapton of mostly rock and metal.
Stephanie Mabie is a Grand Rapids artist and environmentalist. She studies Illustration
at GVSU and uses nature as both subject matter and inspiration.

Ari L. Mokdad is a super senior at GVSU majoring in Dance, Writing, English, and Biology.

Besides being unable to make decisions about her academic life, she enjoys reading nonfiction and
poetry, and can usually be found with at least three books on her person at all times. In addition
to reading, she loves cooking, gardening, and living in Eastown—some even call her a hipster
(although she scorns that title). She enjoys playing the violin when no one is around to hear her,
and loves to dance in the middle of city landscape—just to see people’s reactions. She uses poetry
as a tool to step outside her conscious being and further develop her enigmatic art forms. She is
mused by photography and the power of everyday movement, and hopes to compose a collection
of photos, poems, and dances into one cohesive series.

Kaitlyn Nix is a sophomore at Grand Valley State University and majoring in English

Literature and minoring in Arabic Language. Absurdist literature and all things surreal inspire
her. Her ideal night involves a minimum of five cats, two ferns, a pad of paper, and an endless
cup of coffee. She has a short criminal history involving public indecency, but she has served her
nickel and is moving forward. Her life goal is to become Yolandi Visser, and with the support of
her great friends and family, she will hopefully be Zef side in no time.

AJ Nolte dances in spaceships for assorted plastics and canned chicken. The chicken is not
for him, but his pet marble, Priscilla, who simply cannot get enough. Finishing his last semester at
Grand Valley, AJ hopes to reach new heights in his experiencing and observing of worlds, by moving away from aforementioned intergalactic tangos. “They can be a bit firm” he accuses of asteroid
dodgers and planet rovers, elaborating his plans for fresh adventure that will invariably unicorn
horn like twisted stems of promotional champagne flutes. Or so he has seemed to convince himself.
Stephanie Oesch is an English major who enjoys eating Chinese food, watching things
go boom, and not wearing her glasses when she really should. Her main sources of inspiration are
the amazing works of poets such as Rebecca Hazelton and increasingly hostile comment chains
on the internet. She would like to take this moment to fervently deny any knowledge of what the
acronyms in her work really stand for.

Katie Pershon is a native to Grand Rapids who received her associates in arts at Grand
Rapids Community College in 2011. During this time she began experimenting in photography
and has continued to use it as both a communication tool as well as a means of artistic statement.
Currently she is working on her BFA in Visual Studies at Grand Valley State University where
she hopes to graduate Fall 2015 and begin a career as a curator within the local art community.
During that time Katie will continue with her masters at GVSU to return as a professor in the
arts field. Katie enjoys a variety of mediums besides photography, including ceramics, sculpture,
and metalworking. She is presently exploring the conditioning of gendered social concepts that
are impressed upon an individual at birth and how that gender is linked to one’s biological sex
and sexuality.
Michael Rajnicek is an illustrator, designer, printmaker, and ironman triathlete living
& working in Grand Rapids. His fine art explores psychological, physiological, and philosophical
theory inspired from the lifestyle of an endurance athlete. Issues of the "self," the origin of consciousness, free will/agency/control, and process based methods that parallel biological determinants
are key aspects of his work. His drink of choice is organic chocolate milk and his greatest fear is
that giant magnet they use at junkyards.
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notes on contributors
Kirk Rasmussen is a senior Documentary Film major with minors in Environmental Studies and Sociology at Grand Valley State University. His passion for open places and people has been
a constant guide in his art. Currently he works to create pieces that do not aim to humanize, but
rather incorporate the human element into greater works of Gaia. Thematically, these have been
emphasized in his landscape photography and ethnographic films relating to mountain cultures.

Jake Reed was born in Indianapolis, Indiana and moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan at the
age of 2. He was raised in Grand Rapids and fell in love with the city. Jake has been at Grand
Valley State University since his freshman year and is studying Film and Video. He has aspirations
of moving to Los Angeles and starting a career in film. Jake has written poetry as a hobby since
high school. Jake is 21 years old.

René Rodriguez is a 5th year Senior at GVSU. He will be graduating with a Creative
Writing degree and hopes to continue writing and entertaining readers after leaving school and
further on into the future.
Brian Saladino is a senior in Grand Valley’s Writing program. He has lived in Grand

Rapids, MI, his entire life and plans to discover opportunities elsewhere after graduation. He
hopes to use his degree to explore storytelling across mediums, including short stories and books,
but he would also one day like to write for television and films. He developed a love of reading
and writing at a very young age and has become obsessed with the nearly infinite ways in which
audiences experience stories across all backgrounds and cultures. However random it may seem,
his ultimate goal in life is to become the male Tina Fey, which means doing a little bit of everything, having a life interesting enough to write about, and being just under average height. He
has already accomplished one of these.

Alex Sinn is a Journalism student of junior standing at Grand Valley. Creative writing is his
passion, but he is new to poetry. This collection was written in the cracks of the day during the
2013 fall semester as something of an experiment. It plays with a combination of Alex’s interests
as a journalist: language, history, and technology. His goals in life are to be a reporter, an author,
or whatever he becomes as a storyteller. He hails from Spring Lake, Michigan. He dedicates his
writing to the teachers, friends, and family who inspired it—especially his father, an English
teacher at Spring Lake High School, and his mother, whose strength inspires him to keep the
pen to the page.
Christopher Smyka's work focuses mainly on contrast, and consists largely of exaggerated (mostly wearable) pieces. These pieces are not meant to be worn or used, yet are not complete
without interaction from the viewer. Many of the pieces also deal with the contrast between
religion and mythology and between the rigid and smooth. Christopher is currently a senior, with
an emphasis in jewelry and metalworking.
Ross Tanner, as a designer, is fascinated with the balance between form and function. He

finds that both are important in design but the process of finding the perfect balance is what
interests him. To create a piece that finds that sweet spot of being fully functional without being
overly decorative is his main objective. In this way, the importance of each decision made to every
element is vital. Working minimally shows that extreme effort was put into every aspect.

Kyla Traina is a junior in the Art and Design program at Grand Valley State University.
She is majoring in Studio Art with an Illustration emphasis.

Dan VanZandt is a writer/artist born and raised in metro Detroit. After two years in
Grand Valley's Art program at the Calder Art Center, he shifted fields into Writing with a primary
focus on music journalism and culture as a whole. His interests include music, American literature,
painting, and playing and watching basketball.
Mark Zito is working toward a minor in French after completing majors in Philosophy and

Psychology. He enjoys thinking about and playing with language and is an avid rock climber. He
is always spilling tea or coffee or water on the floor. If you asked him what was most beautiful he
would say, "Oh, everything. All of this."
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